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The brochure, compiled by Marcel Scheidweiler, will be distributed 

free of charge to the public by the Commune of Putscheid on 

September 11, 2024, at the inauguration of the new Stolzembourg 

monument.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover: Monument that reminds of the first crossing of the German border by an allied 

reconnaissance patrol on September 11, 1944 

Photo and Concept: Volker TEUSCHLER, CUBE Werbung GmbH 
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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

When the Allied reconnaissance patrol of the 5th US Armored Division crossed the 

German border for the first time in Stolzembourg on September 11, 1944, this news 

went around the world and the village in the Our Valley moved into the spotlight of 

World History.  

On the 50th anniversary of this historic event, on September 11, 1994, a monument 

consisting of three tank barriers in miniature was inaugurated next to the bridge. 

Beforehand, an explanatory board set up by CEBA („Cercle d’Études sur la Bataille 

des Ardennes“) recalled the events that had taken place at this site. 

For the 80th anniversary, the Commune of Putscheid commissioned Mr. Volker 

Teuschler from nearby Daleiden (D) to design and build a new, striking monument for 

this historic site.  

The memorial, inaugurated on September 11, 2024, consists of ten large Corten steel 

plates that are set up as a pentagram, the symbol on the American tanks at the time. 

Silhouettes of fighting soldiers are cut out from the edges of the steel plates and from 

a bird’s eye view the star points represent a “1”, as a reminder of the Allies’ first entry 

into the Third Reich. The star should not only remind of a bad time, but it should also 

be a signpost to better days.  

In the five-star tips are backlit information boards about the West Wall and the entry 

into the Third Reich by the Allied reconnaissance patrol. Two panels provide an insight 

into the daily routine of a German soldier who took part in the Battle of the Bulge. The 

excellent pictures compiled by Mr. Horst Helmus in 1948 vividly convey the war 

situation at the time. As the monument is also the starting point to numerous 

“Remember Us” locations, their title and location are the content of the fifth information 

board. A pentagon in the middle of the monument invites you to sit and linger.  

We would like to thank everyone involved who contributed to the realization of this 

monument with advice, support and financial resources: 

- Ministère de la Défense, de la Mobilité et des Travaux Publics 

- Ministère de l’Économie, des PME, de l’Énergie et du Tourisme 

- Ministère de la Culture 

- Administration des Ponts et Chaussées de Diekirch 

- Armée Luxembourgeoise 

- Naturpark Our 

- Herrn Volker Teuschler, CUBE Werbung GmbH 

- SEO 

- Gemeinde Putscheid 

- CEBA, Re-enactment-Gruppe 2nd Armored in Europe Ltd 

- Syndicat d’Initiative Stolzebuerg 

- Chorale St Hubert Merscheid und Chorale Ste Cécile Stolzebuerg 

- Mrs. Auni Mahnert-Helmus and Mr. Axel Helmus, who agreed to the publication 

of their father’s texts and pictures. 

The organization committee 
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INVITATION 
 

The Commune of Putscheid invites you to the inauguration of the new monument 
commemorating the first crossing of the German border by an allied reconnaissance 
patrol on September 11, 1944, that takes place at Stolzembourg on September 11, 
2024.  
 
In the presence of Mrs. Yuriko Backes, Minister of Defense, Mr. Eric Thill, Minister of 
Culture, the Ambassadors and Delegations of the USA, Great Britain, France and 
Germany, and the authorities of the neighboring communes, the program will be as 
follows: 
 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Up from 05:30 p.m. on reception of the guests at the border bridge 
Stolzembourg/Keppeshausen (D) 
 
06:00 p.m. Welcoming of the guests by Mayor Mrs. Fabienne Sinnes-Huberty 
 

- Historical overview by Mr. Erny Kohn, President of the Cercle d’Études sur la 
Bataille des Ardennes, (CEBA) 

 
06 :15 p.m. Re-enactment of the historical scene: Three soldiers of the 5th US Armored 
Division come back from Keppeshausen (D) after having crossed the German border 
96 days after the landing in Normandie realized by the 2nd Armored in Europe Ltd and 
commented by Mr. Erny Kohn.  
 

- Speech of His Excellency Thomas M. Barret, Ambassador of the USA 
- Speech of Mrs. Yuriko Backes, Minister of Defense 
- National hymns of the USA and of Europe performed by the Choirs of 

Stolzembourg and Merscheid 
- Official inauguration of the Monument 
- Explanation of the concept of the Monument by Mr. Volker Teuschler 
- Cortege to the Festivity Hall via the Promenade of the Our 
- Short stop and explanations at the site where the reconnaissance patrol entered 

the Third Reich  
- Reception offered by the Commune of Putscheid 

 
The Commune of Putscheid 
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Commemoration of the first crossing of the German 

border on September 11, 1944 

  
Symbolic anti-tank barriers, „dragon’s teeth”, commemorated the first crossing into the 

German Reich on September 11, 1944. A plaque in three languages erected by the 

“Cercle d’Études sur la Bataille des Ardennes” (CEBA), provided the necessary 

explanations of the historic event.  

   
The texts written by CEBA were included verbatim on the “Remember Us” panel in 

2014. The idea of placing trilingual information boards on the side of the monuments 

was adopted and further expanded by the initiators of the “Remember Us” boards.  

  
„On September 11, 1944, the First Allied Soldiers belonging to the 5th US Armored 

Division crossed here into Germany” 
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The tank barriers and panels were replaced in 2024 by a new monument designed by 

Mr. Volker TEUSCHLER, CUBE, Advertising GmbH, on behalf of the Commune of 

Putscheid. 
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On June 26, 2024, the monument was erected under 

the direction of Mr. Volker TEUSCHLER  

  

    

                



8 
 

   

        

 

 

 



9 
 

    



10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 
 

 

 



15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 
 

D-DAY, the landing of Allied troops in Normandy, 

France 

 

 

On June 6, 1944, the Allied forces (US, British and Canadian troops) land in Normandy 

under the command of General Dwight Eisenhower. 

There are also some Luxembourgers among them. Our Crown Prince Jean (Grand 

Duke of Luxembourg from 1964 to 2000) lands in Normandy with the “Irish Guards” on 

June 11, 1944.  

 

On August 15, 1944, American and French troops land in Provence, southern France.  
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D-DAY, the landing of Allied troops in Normandy, 

France 
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The Way to Freedom 
June 6, 1944, to September 9, 1944 

 

 

„Der Weg zur Freiheit vom 6. Juni bis zum 10. September 1944“.  
Source: Histoire de la Seconde Guerre Mondiale de Sir Basil H. Liddell Hart, collection marabout 
université, 1973, traduction  du livre “HISTORY OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR“ by Sir Basil H. Liddell 
Hart, Cassell et Company L..D. London 

 

 

144 Luxembourgers fight in the Belgian “Brigade Piron” alongside the Allies in 

Normandy, Belgium and the Netherlands.  

 

Bren Carrier      Armored-car Daimler Mk1     Staghound  Humber Mk IV 

 

A total of 386 Luxembourgers fight in the Allied armies.  
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September 9, 1944 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 9, 1944, the Combat Command A (CCA) of the 5th US Armored Division 

crosses the Luxembourg border near Pétange. Here the first American of the Liberation 

Army, Lieutenant Hyman JOSEFSON, Troop A, 1st Section, 85th Cavalry 

Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechanized), loses his life on Luxembourg soil when his 

M-8 reconnaissance vehicle is shot down.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 9, 1944, at 4 p.m. a firefight breaks out between American and German 

tanks on the road to Thionville between Dippach and Merl. As five US tanks advance, 

two “Panther” tanks set the first “Sherman” on fire. 
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The Americans advance and  

destroy one German tank.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two well-camouflaged ”Panthers“ 

shoot one second “Sherman”.  

 

The US tanks are withdrawing. A 155-mm cannon, 

a “Long Tom”, sets a “Panther” on fire. The 

other German tanks retreat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around 08:00 p.m. US assault guns 

destroy three German tanks.  
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US Troops Liberate  

Luxembourg  

on September 10, 1944 
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The 5th US Armored Division and the  
28th US Infantry Division Liberate Luxembourg from 

September 9th to 12th, 1944 
 

 

The population welcomes the liberators.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Luxembourg City, the residents welcome Pince Felix, husband of the Grand-

Duchess Charlotte, and Prince Jean, her son and hereditary Grand-Duke, with great 

joy.  
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Units of CCB, 5th US Armored Division, advance to 

Hosingen on September 10, 1944 

 

 
On September 10, 1944, fair Sunday, two Americans suddenly appear in 

Stolzembourg in a jeep. Nekel Trausch who have lived in the USA, explains to them: 

“The German border is on the other side of the Our River!” 
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The two G.I.s then turn around   On the same day around 05 p.m., 
and drive to Putscheid.   German soldiers blow up the left 
      small arch of the Our Bridge.  
 

  

On the afternoon of September 11, 1944, there is suddenly a shout of joy: ”The 

Americans are here!” 

 

A reconnaissance patrol of Troop B, 85th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, 5th US 

Armored Division, under the command of Sergeant Warner W. HOLZINGER, drives 

into Stolzembourg with five soldiers and the French interpreter Lieutenant Lionel A. 

DELILLE. 
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Sgt Holzinger enquires about the presence of German soldiers nearby.  

 

As the bridge is partially destroyed, teacher Léon KUGENER accompanies three 

soldiers to the mill weir, that the three cross one after the other. 
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At the same time, the four remaining soldiers sneak along the dike wall to the bridge. 

In an emergency, they should provide fire protection.  
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Along the „Schréidewee“, Sgt Holzinger, Lt DeLille and Pfc Colligan cautiously 

approach Keppeshausen.  

 

They discover a barn that is actually a skillfully camouflaged bunker  

 

They break the rusty padlock. The interior of the bunker is in good condition but empty.  

 

The entrance, which has a sliding door, is on the Bauler side between the two 

embrasures (7). The bold lines represent steel plates that are used for armor. - The 

bunker was completed on March 25, 1940. 

Ground plan of the bunker provided by Mr. Yves RASQUI. Sources: Vewa-ev-

de,  Patrice Wijnands 
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Sgt Holzinger, whose parents come from Fulda (D) and speaks German, asks a farmer 

who is very surprised by the visit, whether there are still German soldiers nearby. 

 

The farmer answers: ”Yesterday evening a unit blew up the bridge. I didn’t see anyone 

today.” - Holzinger: ”Are the bunkers occupied?” – Farmer: “You may observe the 

bunkers by yourself if you follow this way behind my house.” – Holzinger: “You come 

with us!” 

Accompanied by the farmer, the three soldiers climb the mountain path to Waldhof.  

 

Using binoculars, they discover that the Siegfried Line bunkers are not occupied.,  
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They give the farmer their cigarettes and go back.  

 

Over the radio, Sgt Holzinger informs the 85th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron’s 

intelligence officer, Lt Loren L. VIPOND, that the West Wall is unoccupied.  

 
Lt Vipond forwards the report to the Commander in Chief, 1st US Army, General 
Courtney HODGES. A short time later, the following message is broadcast over the 
airwaves:  
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This is a reproduction of the message announcing the entry of the Fifth Armored into 
Germany  
 
MESSAGE Date 11 Sept 1944 To G-2 5th A.D. Dismounted Patrols crossed into 
Germany at 875530 at 1815 hrs Official Designation of Sender: Phillipsborn Time 
Signed 1833  
 
SOURCES:  
 
- Paths of Armor, The fifth Armored Division in World War II by Vic Hillery and Emerson 
Hurley, published by Battery Pr. (1986), ISBN 10: 0898390842; ISBN 13: 
9780898390841; page 116  
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The first crossing into the Third Reich 

The first allied soldiers who crossed here into Germany, 96 days after the 
Landing in Normandy, on September 11, 1944, at 16.30 hours, were Sgt. 
Warner W. Holzinger, Cpl. Ralph E. Diven, T/5 Coy T. Locke, Pfc. William 
McColligan, Pfc. George F. McNeal, Pfc. Jesse Stevens and the French 
Lieutenant Lionel Delille of the 2nd Platoon, Troop B, 85th Cavalry 
Reconnaissance Squadron, 5th US Armored Division. They made their way 
to Keppeshausen, Germany, reconnoitered the pillboxes of the Siegfried 
Line near Waldhof, Germany, and returned at 18.15 hours to report to Lt. 
Loren L. Vipond. The information was radioed to the Headquarters of the 
1st US Army, which flashed that night the news to the world that it had 
crossed the German border. 
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On September 12, 1944, a platoon of the 85th Reconnaissance Squadron led by Lt 

Loren L. Vipond crosses the Our River. A platoon of the 81st Tank Battalion under the 

command of Lt Henry Pass stays in Stolzembourg because the terrain on the German 

side is too steep.  

 

Lt Vipond’s platoon, in which Sgt Holzinger also takes part, advances two kilometers 

further than the first patrol. The soldiers draw a plan of the bunkers. 
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Explanation of the symbols:  

xxxxxxxxx barbed wire;  ●  MG-bunker;  ●  command bunker;  ●  Bunker in progress,  

Situation on March 25, 1940. 

Sources: Archives Yves RASQUI  
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On a hill at Waldhof, they see a German column of about sixty men coming from the 

north and marching towards Bauler. They carry bundles and machine guns. At every 

bunker they pass by, six to ten men remain behind.  

 

The occupation of the West Wall has begun.  

Source: Die Ardennenschlacht 1944-1945 in Luxemburg. Jean Milmeister, Editions Saint-Paul,1994, 

page 77 and 79 

 



35 
 

Breakthrough and retreat of the US troops at 
WALLENDORF (D) 

September 14th to 22nd, 1944 
 

 

On September 14, 1944, Combat Command R, 5th US Armored Division, 
supported by the 112th Regiment of the 28th US Infantry Division cross the 
River Our near Wallendorf (D) and penetrate the West Wall. 
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During the September 14-19, 1944, time frame, the US troops take over a 
hundred pillboxes of the West Wall, destroy 61 tanks and capture 3.078 
prisoners. 3.387 German soldiers are killed during this operation. 
Elements of the German 2nd “Panzer Division stop the American thrust 
near Bettingen. 
 
The Americans don’t receive any additional support by further infantry 
units, and their flanks are not protected. They retreat with heavy casualties 
under the pressure of the “Panzer Brigade 108,” parts of the “Panzer-Lehr-
Division” and the 2nd “Panzer Division.” They deplore 792 dead soldiers 
and lose19 tanks.  
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